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Since rny ' returne in to England I ha ve heard that rnany 

misliked that he left us so behind hirn, and brought away 
Negroes : but the reason is this, for thern he rnight have 
had victuals, or any other thing needfull, if by foule 
weather bee had bene driven upon the Islands, which for 
gold nor silver he could not have had. 

And thus our Generall departed to his ship, and we 
rernained on land, where for our safeties, fea ring the wild 
Indians that were about us, we kept watch ali night, and 
at Sunne rising wee rnarched on our way , three and three 
in a ranke, untill that we carne into a fi elde under a grove, 
wherc the Indians carne upon us, asking us what people 
we \vere, and how we carne there. Two of our cornpany, 
namely Anthony Goddard and John Cornish, for that they 
could speake the Spanish tongue, went to thern, and said 
wee were Engli shmen, that never carne in that countrey 
before, and that we had fought with the Span ia rds, and 
for that we lacked victuals, our Generall set us on shore : 
they asked us whither we intended to goe, we said to 
Panuco. Tbe Captaine of the Indians willed us to g ive 
un to thern sorne of our clothes & shirts, which we did : 
then he bad us g ive thern ali , but we would not so doe, 
w,hereupon John Cornish was then slaine with an arrow, 
which an Indian boy that stoode by the Captaine shot 
at hirn, wherefore he stroke the boy on the necke with 
his bow, that he lay for dead, and wi lled us to follow 
him , who brought us into a g reat fielde, where we found 
fresh water : hee bad us sit downe about the pond and 
drinke, and he with his cornpany would goe in the rnea ne 
space to ki li five or s ixe Deere, and bring thern us. \Ve 
taryed there till three of the . clocke, but they carne not: 
there one of our cornpany whose narne was John Cooke, 
with foure other departed from us into a grove to seeke 
reliefe, where presently they were taken by the Indians, 
and str ip t as naked as ever they were borne, a nd so 
returned to us. 

Then we divided our selves into two parts, halfe to 
Anthony Godda rd, and the rest to James Collier , a nd thus 
severally we sought for Panuco. Anthony Goddard with 
bis cornpany, bid us fa rewell , they passed a river, where 
the Indi;ins robbed rnany of them of their clothes , a nd so 
passing on their way, carne to a stony hill , where they 
stayed. James Collier with his cornpany that day passcd 
the sarne river, and were also robbed, and one of them 
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slaine by chance: wee carne that night unto the hill, 
where Anthony Goddard and his cornpany rested, there 
we rernained til rnorning, and then we rnarched altogether 
frorn thence, entring betweene two groves, where the 
Indians robbed us of all our clothes, and left us naked, 
they hurt rnany, and killed eight of us. Three dayes 
after we carne to another river, there the Indians shewed 
us the way to Panuco, and so left us : we passed the river 
into the wildernes, where we rnade wreaths of greene 
grasse, which we wound about our bodies, to keepe us 
frorn the Sunne, and gnats of that Countrey. We 
travelled there seven <layes, and sev~n nights, before wee 
carne to Panuco, fteding on nothing but roots, and 
Guiavos, a fruit like figs. At our cornrning to the river 
of Panuco two Spanish horsemen carne ove r unto us in 
a Canowe : they asked us how long we had bene in the 
wildernesse, and where our generall was, for they knewe 
us to be of the company that had fought with their 
countrirnen : we told thern seven dayes and seven nights, 
and for lacke of victuals our Generall set us on shore, 
& he was gone away with his ships. They returned to 
their Governour, who sent thern with five Canowes to 
bring us ali over, which done, they set us in aray, where 
a hundred horsemen with their lances, carne forceably 
upon us, but did not hurt us, they carried us prisoners to 
Panuco, where we remained one night. In the river of 
Panuco there is a fish like a calfe, the Spanyards call it a 
Mallafin, hee hath a stone in his head, which the lndians 
use for the disease of the Collicke, in the nig ht he 
cornmeth on land, and eateth grasse. 1 have eaten of it, 
and it eateth not much unlike to bacon. From thence we 
were sent to Mexico, which is 90 leagues from Panuco. 
In our way thither, 20 leagues from the sea side, 1 did 
see white Crabs running up & downe the sands, 1 have 
eaten of them, and they be very good meat. There 
groweth a fruit which the Spanyards call Avocottes it 
is proportioned like an egge, and as blacke as a c~le 
having a stone in it, and it is an excellent good fruit'. 
There also groweth a strange tree which they call 
Magueis, it serveth thern to rnany uses, below by the root 
they make a hole, wherat they do take out of it twise 
every day a certaine kind of licour, which they seeth in a ' 
great kettle, till the third part be consumed, & that it wax 
thick, it is as sweet as any hony, and they do eat it. 
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Within 20. daies after that they have taken al the licour 
from it it withereth, & they cut it down, & use 'it as wc 
use our' hempe here in England, which done, they convert 
it to many uses: of sorne part they make mantles, rapes, 
and threed : of the ends they make needles to sow their 
saddles, pannels, & other furniture for their horses : of 
the rest they make tyles to cover their houses, and they 
put it to many other purposes. 

And thus we carne to Mexico, which is seven or eight 
miles about, seated in a great fen, invironed with 4 hils, 
it hath but two wayes of entrance, and it is full of creeks, 
in the whích in their Canowes they passe from place to 
place, & to the Islands there within. In the Indies 
ordinarily three times a yeere bec wonderfull earthquakes, 
which put the people in great feare and danger: durin g 
the time of two yeeres that I was in Mexico, I saw them 
sixe times : when they come they throw downe trees, 
houses, and Churches. There is a citie 25 . leagues from 
Mexico, called Tlaxcalla, which is inhabited with a hundred 
tbousand Indians, they goe in white shirts, linnen 
breeches, and long mantles, and the women weare about 
tbem a garment much like unto a flannell petticote. The 
k ings pallace was the first place wee were brought unto 
in Mexico, where without vve were willed to sit downe. 
Much people, men, women, and children carne wondring 
about us, many lamented our misery, & sorne of their 
clergy asked us if we were Christíans, we said, we praised 
God, we were as good Christians as they : they asked 
how they might know that, we said, by our confess ions. 
From thence we were carried in a Canow to a Tanners 
house, which standeth a little from the citíe : the next 
morning two friers and two priests carne thither to us, 
and willed us to blesse our selves, and say our prayers in 
the Latín tangue, that they mig ht understand us, many 
of our company did so, whereupon they returned to the 
viceroy, and told him that we were good Chri stians, and 
that they liked us well, and then they broug ht us much 
reliefe, with clothes, our sicke men were sen t to their 
Hospitals, where many wcre cured, and many died. From 
the Tanners house we were led to a gentlemans place , 
where upon paine of death we were charged to abide, and 
not to come in to the citie, thither we had ali things 
necessary brought us : on Sundayes and holy <layes much 
people came, and brought us great reliefe. 
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The viceroy practised to hang us, and caused a paire 

of new gallowes to be set up, to have executed us, 
wherunt:> the noblemen of that countrey vVould not 
consent, but prayed him to stay until the ship of advi e 
brought newes from the king of Spaine, what should 
be done with us, for they said they could not find any 
thing by us, whereby they might lawfully put us to death. 

The viceroy then commanded us to be sent to an 
lsland there by, and he sent for the .Bishbp of Mexico, 
who sent foure priests to the Island, to examine and 
confesse us, who said, that the viceroy would burne us, 
when wee were examined and confessed according to the 
lawes of the countrey. They returned to the Bishop , and 
told him that we were very good Christians. The Bishop 
certified the viceroy of our examinations and confessions, 
and said that wee were good Christians, therefore he 
would not rneddle with us. Then the viceroy sent for our 
master, R. Barret, whom he kept prisoner in his pallace, 
untill the fleete was departed for Spayne. The rest of 
us he sent to a towne seven leag ues from Mexico called 
Tescuco, to card wooll among the lndian slaves, which 
drudgery we disdained, and concluded to beat our masters, 
and so wee did: wherefore they sent to the viceroy, 
desiring him for Gods sake and our Ladies, to send for us, . 
for they would not keepe us any longer, they said that we 
were devils and no men. 

The . viceroy sent for us, and imprisoned us in a house 
in Mexico, from thence he sent Anthony Goddard, & 
sorne other of our company with him into Spaine, with 
Luyon, the General that tooke us : the rest of us staied in 
Mexico two yeres after, and then were sent prisoners in"to 
Spaine, with Don Juan de Velasco de Varre, admirall and 
generall of the panish fieet, who caried with him in his 
ship, to be presented to the K. of Spaine, the anatomie of 
a giant, which was sent from China to Mexico, to the 
viceroy Don Martif1 Henriquez, to bee sent to the king 
of Spaiae for a great wonder. It did appere by the 
anatomie, that he was of a monstrous size, the skull of 
his head was neere as bigge as halfe a bushel, his necke­
bor.es, shoulder-plates, arme-bones, and ali other linea­
ments of his other partes, were huge and monstrous to 
behold, the shanke of his legge from the ankle to the knee 
was as long as from any mans ankle up to his wast, and 
of bignesse accordingly. 
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At this time, and in this ship, were also sen t to be 

presented to the king of Spaine, two che tes full .of carth 
with a inaer arowing in them, which were also sent from 

b b b . f S . TI . China, to be sen t to the king o paine. 1e ginger 
runneth in the ground like to liccoras, the blades grow 
out of it in length and proportion like unto the blades of 
wild garlicke, which . they cut every fifteene da yes, they 
use to water them tw1se a day, as we doe our herbes here 
in England, they put the blades in their pottage, and use 
them in their other meates, whose excellent savour and 
tast is very delightfull, and procureth a good appetite. 

vVhen we were shipped in the Port of S. John de Ullua, 
the Generall called our master Robert Barret and us with 
him into his cabbin, & asked us if wee would fight against 
Englishmen if we met them at the sea, we sai d that we 
would not fight against our Crowne, but if we met with 
any other, we would do what we were able. He said if 
we had said otherwise he would not have beleeved us, 
and for that we should be the better used, and havc 
allowance as other men had : and he gave a charge to 
every one of us, according unto our knowledge. Robert 
Barret was placed with the pilote, I was put in the 
gunners roome, vVilliam Cawse with the boat-swaine, 
John Beare with the quarter-masters, Edward Rider, & 
Geffrey Giles, with the ordinary marin ers, Richard the 
masters boy attended on him and the pi lote : shortly af ter 
we departed from the port of S. J ohn de Ullua with ali 
the fleete of Spaine, for the port called Havana : wee were 
26. dayes sayling thither. There wee carne in, ankered, 
tooke in fresh water, and stayed 16. dayes for the fleete 
of Nombre de Dios, which .is the fleet that brings the 
trea ure from Peru. 

The Generan of that fleet was called Diego F lores de 
Valdes. After his comming, when he had watred his 
ships, both the fleetes joyned in one, and Don Juan de 
Velasco de Varre was the first fifteen daies Generall of 
both the fleets, who turning through the chanell of 
Bahama, his pilote had like to have cast away ali the fleet 
upon the Cape called Cannaveral, which was prevented by 
me J ohn Hortop, & our master Robert Barret : for I 
being in the second watch escried lan d, and called to 
Robert Barret, bidding him looke over boord , for I saw 
land under the lee-bow of the ship : he called to the boat­
swaine, & bid him let flie the fore sa ile sheat, and lay the 
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helm upon the lee, and cast the ship aLout. When we 
were cast about, we were but in seven fathome water : we 
shot off a piece, giving advice. to the fleet to cast about, 
and so they did. For this we were beloved of the 
Generall, and ali the fleet. The Generall was in a great 
rage, and swore by the king, that he would hang his 
pilote : for he said, that twise before he had almost cast 
away the Adm irall. When it was day, he comrnanded a 
piece to be shot off, to call to councill : the other Admirall 
in his <:hip carne up to him, and asked what the matter 
was, he said, that his pilote had cast away his ship and ali 
the íl ee t, had it not bene for two of .the Englishmen, and 

· therefore he would h:rng him. The other Admirall with 
many faire words perswaded him to the contrary. 

When we carne in the height of Bermuda, we dis­
covered a monster in the sea, who shewed himselfe three 
times unto us from the middle upwards, in which parts 
hee was proportioned like a man, of the complection of a 
Mulato, or tawny Indian. The Generall did commaund 
one of his clearks to put it in writing, and hee certified 
the King and his Nobles thereof. Presently after this, 
for the space of sixteene dayes we had wonderful foule 
weather, and then God sent us a faire wind, untill such 
time as we discovered the Iland called F aial. 

On S. James day we made rackets, wheeles, and other 
fi re-workes, to make pastime that night, as it is the order 
of the Spanyards. When we carne heere the land, our 
master· R. Barret conferred with us, to take the pinnesse 
one night, when we carne on the Iland called Ten;:era, to 
free our selves from the danger and bondage that we werc 
going in to, whereunto we agreed; none had any pinnesse 
asterne then but our ship, which gave great courage to 
our enterprise : we prepared a bagge of bread, and a 
Botijo of water, which would have served us nine daye , 
and provided our selves to goe : our Master borrowed a 
small compasse of the Master gun ner of the ship, who 
lent it him, but suspected bis inten t, and closely made the 
Genera ll privy to it, who for a time dissembled the matter. 
In the ende seeing our pretense, he called R. Barret, 
commanding bis head to bee put in the stocks, and a great 
payre of yron bolts on his legs, & the rest of us to be set 
in the stocks by the legs. Then he willed a peece to be 
shot off, and hee sent the pinnesse for the other Adrnirall, 
and ali the captaines, masters and pilots of both fleetes to 
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come aboord of him. H-e commanded the mayne-yard to 
be strooke downe, and to put 2 . pullies, on every ya rd­
a rme one; the hangman vvas ca lled, and we were willed 
to confesse our selves, for he swore by the king that he 
would hang us. 

Vlhen the other Admira!, · and the rest were come 
aboord, he called them into his counsel-chamber, and told 
them that he would hang the master of the Englishmen, 
and all his company. The Admirall, whose name was 
Diego F lores de Valdes, asked him wherefore: he sayd, 
that we had determined to rise in the nig ht with the 
pinnesse, and with a ball of fireworke to set the ship on 
fire, and goe our wayes : therefore, sayd he, 1 will have 
you the Captaines, Masters, and Pilotes, to set your hands 
unto that, for 1 sweare by the king that 1 will hang them , 
Diego F lores de Valdes answered, 1 nor the Captaines, 
Masters, and Pilotes wi l not set our hands to that, for 
hee said , if he had bin prisoner as we were, he would 
have done the like himselfe. He counselled him to keepe 
us fast in prison, till he carne into Spaine, & then send 
us to the Contratation house in Sivil, where, if we had 
deserved death th e law would passe on us, for hee would 
not have it sa id that in such a fleet as that was, sixe men 
and a boy should take the pinnesse, and g oe away, and so 
h returned to his ship againe. 

When he was gone, the Generall carne to the mai ne 
mast to us, and swore by the king, that we should not 
come out of the stocks ti! we carne in to Spaine: wi thin 
16 dayes after we carne over the bar of S. Lucar , a nd carne 
up to the Hurcados, then he put us into a pinnesse in thc 
stocks, and sent us prisoners to the Contrata tion housc 
in Sivill. From thence after one yere we brake prison, 
on S. Stevens day at night, 7. of our company escaped, 
Robert Barret, I Job Hortop, John Emerie, Humphrey 
Roberts, and John Gilbert were taken, and brought backe 
to the contratation house, where we remained in the stocks 
till twelfe tide was past. Then our keeper put up a 
petition to the J udge of the contratation house, that we 
might be sent to the great prison house in Sivill, for that 
we broke prison, whereupon we were presently led thither, 
where we remained one moncth, and then from thence, to 

_ the cast 11 of the Inquisition house in Triana, where wee 
continued one yere: which expired, they brought us out 
in procession, cvery one of us having a candle in his hand, 
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and the coate with S. Andrewes crosse on our backs: 
they brought us up on an hig h scaffold, that was set up 
in the place of S. Francis, which is in the chiefe street of 
Sivill : there they set us downe upon benches, every one 
in his degree, a nd against us on another scaffold sate a li 
the J udges, and the Clergy on their benches : the people 
wondered, and gazed on us, sorne pittying our cases, other 
sa id, burne those heretikes. When we had sit there two 
houres, we had a serrnon made to us : after which one 
called Bres inia, secretarie to the Inquisition, went up into 
the pulpit with the processe, and called Robert Barret 
and John Gilbert, whom two familiars of the Inqui ition 
broug ht frorn the sc::iffold befare the Judges , where the 
secretarie read the sentence, which was that they should 
bP. burnt, and so they returned to the scaffold, and were 
burnt. 

Then I Job Hortop, and J ohn Bone were ca lled, and 
broug ht to the place, as befare, where we heard our 
sentence, which was, that we should go to the Gall ies, 
and there •row at the oares ende ten yeeres, and then to 
be brought backe to the Inquisition house, to have the 
coa te with S. Andrewes ero se put on our backs, and 
from thence to goe to the everlasting prison rernedile se, 
and so we were returned frorn the scaffold frorn whence 
we ca rne. Thornas Marks, & Thomas Ellis were called, 
and had sentence to serve in the Galleys eight yeeres, 
and Humphrey Roberts, and John Emery to serve five 
yeeres; & so were returned to the benches on the scaff old , 
where we sate till faure of clocke in the afternoone. Then 
we were led againe to the Inquisition house, from whence 
we were broug ht. The next day in the morning Bresin.ia 
the treasurer ca rne thither to us, and delivered to every 
one of us his sentence in writing. I with the res t were 
sent to the Gallies, where we were chain ed faure and foure 
together: every mans daily allowance was 26. ounces of 
course blacke bisket and wa ter, our clothing far the whole 
yeere two shi rts, two paire of breeches of course canvas, 
a red coa t of course cloth, soone on, and soone off, and a 
gowne of haire with a fri ers hood : our lodg ing was on the 
bare boords, and banks of the Gallies, our heads and 
bea rds were shaven every month, hunger, thirst, cold, 
and stripes we lacked none, ti l our severa] times expired. 
And after the time of 12 . yeeres, far I served two yeeres 
above my sentence, I was sent backe to the lnquisiti on 
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house in Sívill, a nd there having put on the coat with 
S. Andrewes crosse, I was sent to the cverlas ting prison 
remcdile se, where I wore the coat 4. yere , & then upon 
great suit, 1 had it taken off for 50 ducket , which Her­
nando de ori a treasurer of the kings mint lent me, 
whom I served fo r it as a drudge 7. yeres, and until the 
moncth of October last, 1590, and then 1 carne from Sivill 
to . Luca r, where I made meanes to come away in a fli e­
boat, tha t was laden with wines and salt, which were 
F lcmings goods , the king of Spaines sub jects, dwelling 
in Sivil, mari ed to Spa nish women, and sworne to their 
king. J n thi s moneth of October last, departing from 
S. Lucar, at sea, off the southermost Cape, we met an 
Eng lish ship, ca lled the Galeon Dudley, who took the 
Flemming, & me out of him, & brought me to Ports­
mouth , where they set me on la nd, the 2 . day of 
December la t past, 1590. From thence 1 was sent by 
M. Muns the lieutenant of Portsmouth, with letters to 
the R. honorable the E arle of ussex, who commanded 
hi secreta ry to take my name and exam in ation, how 
long l had bene out of Eng land, and with whom l went, 
which he c!id. And on Christmas cven 1 took my leave of 
hi:o honor, and carne to Redriffe. 

The Computation of my imprisonment. 

suffered imprisonment in Mexico two yeeres. 
In the Contratation house in Sivill one yeere. 
In the Inquisition house in Triana one yeere. 
1 wa in the Gallies twelve yeeres. 
In the everlasting prison remedi les, with the coat with 

S. Andrcws crosse on my back + yere . 
And a t libertie 1 served as a drudge Hernando de 

Soria 3. yeeres, which is the full complement of 23. 
yee res. 

ince my departure from Eng land, untill this time of 
my returne, I was · five times in great danger of death , 
beside the many perils I was in, in the Gallies. 

First in the Port of S. John de Ullua, where being on 
hore , with many other of our company, which were ali 
lai ne av in o- 1, a nd two other that by wim ming got 

aboord the Je us of Lubek. 
Secondly, when we were robbed by the wild l ndians. 

• Thirdly , a fter we carne to Mexico, the viceroy would 
lrnYe hanged us. 
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Fourthly, because he could not have his ·mind to hang 

us, he would have burnt us . 
Fiftly, the Generall that brought us into Spaine, would 

have hanged us at sea. 
Thus having t ruely set downe unto you my travels, 

rr.isery and dangers, endured the space of 23. yeeres , 1 
er.de. 

A relation of the Haven of Tecuanapa, a most convenient 
place for building of ships, situate upon the South sea 
not farre from Nicaragua, which was sent unto the 
viceroy of Mexico or to the king of Spaine : wherein 
are described the rivers of Ometepec, Tlacamama, and 
Tlacolula falling into the said Haven, with the townes, 
people, and mountaines adjoyning to the said rivers, 
and other things fit for the building and victualling of 
ships. 

THE Port and small harbour of Tecuanapa hath in the 
dri est time of Sommer in the chanell little lesse then one 
fathome at low water, and at full sea one fathome and an 
halfe : in the time of raine, with the increasing of the 
land-water it hath three fathoms and more. It lyeth 
toward the vVest, and there the Bishopricks of Guaxacan 
and Tlarcali are separated. From hence toward the point 
called Punta de Intla and Dordaci there is a Bay 2 . 

leagues distant, which though it be no special harbour, 
yet upon an extremity ships may come and ride there, as 
in times past they have done. This Bay on the right 
hand toward the North maketh a lake somewhat large 
towards the midst of the chanell, and in sorne parts deepe, 
but specially on the side of Cuahintla, but on either side 
it is but shallow. As you passe betweene the sea & 
certaine great and large woods of orenge trees, and trees 
of other nature which grow along the sea coast, which are 
of no great bredth, al the countrey appeareth very open : 
howbeit on the side of Cuahintla the mountaines have 
many creeks and a small lake called Tulaningo, and the 
countrey cannot be travelled, except you take the way 
betweene the sea and the end of this lake, which may be 
about two leagues of sandy way. And on the orth side 
there is another small creeke. And going by the sands 
side one quarter of a league, you come to the way that 
leadeth unto Quacapotla a mansion of Intla. 

The river of Ometepec being the principal river which 
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commeth to' this haven hath his head in the mountaines of 
Xicayan de Touer about 24. leagues from this haven, from 
divers brooks which come out of the mountaines of 
Cacatepec, and beneath a towne called Suchistlahuaca litle 
more then 3. leagues ali the brooks joyne together : and 
from that place you may passe downe to the sea with 
Canoas and Lighters; and you might come farther but 
for the fall of a furious streame or current which runneth 
between two great rocks , passing from Cocahulapa a 
mansion of Ometepec unto Yanguitle a mansion of 
the said Ometepec. The e inconveniences being past 
(which in my judgement may be about one league) the 
river is more navigable, so that you may sayle in the same 
about 12 . leagues. During the space of which 12. leagues, 
about a league and a halfe distance from the waters side, 
and in many other parts of the same river it hath great 
quantitie of woods which use to grow in hot soi les, fit for 
hip-timber, as Huber-trees, & Suchicuhitil , whereof they 

of Nicaragua make great profit. Also there be white 
okes and Tehegurtes in great quantitie, and many other 
kinds of timber : and in the mountaines there be firre­
trees, okes, and cork-trees, which easily may bee caried 
downe the river, because they may be cut sorne 2, 3, 4, and 
5. leagues from the river, and may be brought downe to 
the waters side with the service and helpe of those that 
d ;vell in the townes thereabout. 

At the head of these brook where the river beginneth 
is the towne which is called Xicaian, belonging to the 
heires of Francis de T ouer y de Guillen, containing 
about 350. Indians of rude speech and of little policie, 
being 24. leagucs from the sea , little more or lesse. The 
place it selfe is hot, although the mountaines round about 
be cold. 

A little from this is the towne of Aioanapa possessed 
by the heires of Perez Gomez, having in it about 300. 
Indians of the selfe same speach and qualitie. The 
countrey is more subject to heate then cold; yet hath 
it neere it cold countreys and mountaines. I t is distant 
from Xicaian de Touer 4. leagues, and from the sea 20. 
leag ues. 

Sixe leagues downeward toward the South is the towne 
of Suchistlahuaca on the said river, and the inhabitants 

- are of the same speach and qualities. The cour.trey is 
more subject to heate then cold. It is in the charge 
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of Gonzalvo Fernandez a citizen of Iexico, and hath 
about 150. Indians, and is 15. leagues distant from the 
sea. 

From this towne unto the towne of Ometepec are 6. 
leagues. The place is very hot, and in the same govern­
ment, and is situate betweene certaine hils. one league from 
the river: he and his followers have under them about 
700. Indians, which speake the Ayacastecan, Amusg:rn, 
and Niciecan tangues, and this place is from the sea ninc 
leagues. 

From this towne unto Ihualapa are two great leagues : 
it is in the government of the heires of Laurence de 
Castro, of the fores z. id temperature; and the people u e 
the said language, and are of the like stature : and it 
standeth three leagues from the river, and from the sea 
ten leagues. 

These are the best townes, and of the best traffique 
that are upon ali this coast. The Indians are rich in 
Cacao and victuals, and in these townes doe the lndian 
of r iciecan principally trade. nd in the towne of 
Ihualapa the chiefe Alguazil of the province is residen t 
for the most part of the yeere. 

More lowe beneath the river of Tlacolula, about a 
league or a league and an halfe from the towne of 
Ometepec is the towne called Pio, which was wont to be 
a towne of Tlacolula, and was a frontier t0wne aga in t 
the Mexicans. There be in it about 50. Indians of th c 
ancient inhabitants : one Graviel de Chiavez a citizen of 
Mexico hath the governement thereof: it is 4. leagues 
from Ihualapa, and 6. from the sea. 

A little below this is the towne of Huehuatlan in the 
selfe same governement standing one league from thc 
river on certaine high hils : it hath IO. Indians, and is 
frorn the sea 5. leagues. 

And one league from this towne stands the towne of 
Cuahucapotla a mansion of Antia or Intla : it hath to the 
number of 15. Indians; it standeth one league and a 
halfe from the river, and 4. leagues from the mouth 
thereof. 

At the foun taines or heads of the rest of the brooks is 
the towne of Cacatepec being in the government of 
Raphael de Treyo: he and bis tenants have under them 
sorne 700. Indians of iciecan : it is from the sea sorne 
22. leagues. 
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The river which is called Tlacamama commeth from the 

mountains of Atoyaque and Amusgos, which are sorne 17. 
leagues from the sea. There it maketh a formed river , 
so big, tl:at it is navigable to the sea with canoas and 
lighters : I say from a litle below Tolistlahuaca a mansion 
of Xicaian. It is navigable 8. moneths in the yeere, and 
the other 4. not, because that the sands of the plaines do 
soke and drink up the water in such wise, that there 
remaineth so little, tha t there is no passage : howbeit in 
small lighters timber may bee broug ht downe this river 
one league from the place where it is cut, unto the place 
that I ha ve spoken of; whereas bigger vessels may bee 
made; for nigh unto that place other brooks and running 
waters doe joyne and meet, which make it a maine river. 
It hath nigh unto it in the mountaines of Atoyaque, 
Cacatepec, and Amusgos many woods of pine-trees , cork­
trees, and okes of grea t bignesse : and benea th those 
mountaines in the warme countrey, neere unto the rivers 
there is much timber of those sorts which I mentioned 
before to be about the river of Ometepec, which may easily 
be cut and carried downe unto T ecuanapa in the time · 
before specified. 

This riYer hath likewise townes adjoyning to it; the 
first at the foote of the mountaines is the town of 
Atoiaque belong ing to the king, & to the heires of 
Pronetto : thei r language is Niciecan, the countrey hot, 
the people poli tique, & it is from the sea 15. leagues. 
I t hath about 2 00. Indians . 

One league from this towne, and 14. from the sea 
i:; the towne of Xicaian belonging likewise to the king, 
and to the heires of Pronetto. They a re Niciecan people 
and very comely, and in a hot countrey. It hath by 
account 300. Indians. There are resident in it the Vicar 
and J ustice ; it is from the river a league and a halfe. 

A league from this towne, and 14. from the sea is 
situate the mansion of Pinotespan subject to Tututepec, 
which hath with the manors subject unto it 500. Indians. 

Two leagues from the towne, and one from Xicayan, 
and 13. from Tecuanapa, and 3. from the river is the 
towne of Tlacamama : the people are very comely and 
politique. It containeth sorne lOO. lndians , and belongeth 

. to the king. 
More toward the South 5. leagues from the river, and 

two from this towne, and 14. from the sea is the towne 
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called Pinotespan del Rey: They are hand orne p oplr, 
but of slow speach : this towne conteineth about 100. 

Indians like unto the former. They be wealthie, be au e 
they make great quantitie of salte; for they hav a 
Jake in which salte groweth under the water, (a thing 
repugnant to nature, that two contraries doe grow and 
are conser ed together) whereout they take it in br aking 
it with tones upon the ground under the water. 

Ir hath a lso the towne of musgos, which i in the 
government of Fernando de Avila, which may be from 
T ecua napa 18. league . They speake the mu ga n 
tongue. The countrey i hotte : it · tandeth on the high 
way from N icieca : it hath 400. 1 ndians, f w more or 
le e. 

These are all the townes of account situat neer thi 
nver. 

cere upon thi river are two farm es, the one belonging 
to P edro Bravo, and the other to him that maketh thi 
r la tion unto your Excellencie, which may be from thc 
ea orne 8. or 9. leagues ali plaine ground. And in 

this territorie there i but one towne ca lled Quesala 
situate upon the river, and 6. !cagues from the sea; 
which in times pa t · hath b ene a great towne, and now 
hath but three Indians on ly, and it is from the farme 
3. leagues. 

The mansion hou e of Don Mattheo is more toward 
t he outh, standing in a large mountainous and wastc 
countrey, which aboundeth with cattell being 3. leagues 
from the river; and as farre from Tecuanapa, as from 
the place where ali the ca ttell is; and the sea that way i 
from it but one league. 

A lit tle below thi mansion about 4. leagues, and 7. 
leagues from the sea, is a garden of Alon o Pedraza which 
beareth Cacao. 

And 2 leagues from this ga rden, and 6. leagues from 
the ea standeth the towne of Cuahintlan belonging to thc 
king, a towne of 19 houshold , but very rich, for hey 
gather much Cacao an d the be t in that count rey . They ' 
speake the Tlapanecan tonaue. This towne ha th thc a 
that way within halfe a league. 

And thi s coast from uahintlan to Tecuanapa, and thc 
coast which runnetb to Hu a tu leo is a coast of mu ch 
p a rle, for in olde time tbe lndians gatbered much pearle 
there. 
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And 2 . leagues from Cuahintlan and 4. from Tecuanapa 

is a garden of Cacao in the landes of Francisr:;o Mal­
donado, which is called Cacahu-Atoyaque. 

These are the things worthy of relatíon from the head­
springs of thís ríver of Tlacamama unto the sea: and this 
foresaid river entreth ínto the rive r of Ometepec 5. leagues 
from Tecuanapa. 

The river of Tlacolula springeth wíthín the boundes 
of Chilsiztlahuaca subject to Comastlahuaca a towne of 
Suchislahuaca, neere which are many mountaines. Thi s 
river is navigable little more then 2. leagues before it 
entreth into the ríver of Ometepec, where it is 5. leagues 
from the sea. 

Hard by it is the towne of Tlacolula abovenamed; and 
3. leagues from it is the towne of Awyoque an olde 
manour of Tlapa. The towne of Chilsiztlahuaca hath 
but 3. Indians; and the towne of Azoyoque hath more 
then 300. l ndians. But because in this haven must bee 
the building of ships, the provinces of Tlapa and Tutu­
tepec may stand them in great stead; the province of 
T ututepec being neighbour to the river of Tlacamama, 
and the province of Tlapa to the river of Tlacolula. For 
they may, as I have sayd, carrie the timber in lighters or 
rafts downe the rivers, and may use the Indians in the 
townes thereabout to fell, and draw the same out of the 
cold mountaines; for in the warm countreyes the most 
is plaine ground, whereas with very fewe men and oxen it 
may be brought unto the place where it should be 
imbarqued. 

There may come flat bottomes, and canoas unto the 
townes thereabout, and Jade themselves with victuals : 
For they have already come by that river to the rode 
of Ometepec, & made there provision at the mansion of 
Don Mattheo, and at the farmes, at that time when his 
Majestie did people the plaines which are betweene 
these rivers, conteining a large and voyde countrey 
sufficient for the erecting of 20. manours, being a 
countrey well furnished with water and pasture without 
any danger or perill, according to the description hereunt<> 
annexed. 

This small harbour of Tecuanapa being seene and 
viewed, seemeth very commodious for to build shippes 

"in , by reason of the great abundance of mountaines full 
of good timber for that purpose, with the commodities of 
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rivers , and with the service and victuals from the townes 
thereabout, which be very good for coast townes. 

The desire of him that made this relation, hath bene 
wi th zeale to serve your excellencie; who therewithaH 
<le sireth the Lord God to give the successe. -

.MAO(TTl-4t.~ & E ,.... P L.E P R€5S €:'i'CHWCIQ TH 
tH Gm;AT 1~T,. 1 ,. 







• 

blbllotece ~ 
neclonel N 

del Perú O 

i111111~l~l~~~H~.~ i 





• 

biblioteca z 
nnclonnl IXl 
del Perú U 

c. 

1111111111111111111111111 ~ 
(H) (104 72228 




